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Further information
You can get more information about this procedure from www.aboutmyhealth.org

You can get information locally from the Senior Nurse at the Horder Centre,
St John’s Road, Crowborough,

East Sussex, TN6 1XP.

Tel: 01892 665577

info@hordercentre.co.uk

Tell us how useful you found this document at www.patientfeedback.org
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This document will give you information
about a local anaesthetic. If you have any
questions, you should ask your GP or other
relevant health professional.

What is a local anaesthetic?

A local anaesthetic is a drug that is injected
into the tissues to make them numb.

Local anaesthetics temporarily stop nerves
working so that you do not feel pain. The
simplest form of local anaesthesia is to
inject the drug just around the area where
the operation is going to take place. Itis also
possible to numb all the nerves to an arm or
a leg (called a regional block).

Are there any alternatives to a local
anaesthetic?

If you are concerned about being awake
during the operation, it may be possible for
it to be performed under a general
anaesthetic.

What complications can happen?

* Not enough pain relief

* Allergic reaction

+ Bleeding

* Nerve damage

* Absorption into the bloodstream

Summary

A local anaesthetic can be used for most
people, giving a safe and effective form of
pain relief both during and after your
operation.
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